
 
                         

 
      3rd Grade 

 
Henri Matisse~ 

 
The Goldfish Bowl 

 
   
             

��� �
Drawing is of the spirit, color is of the senses. ��� �

                     ~Henri Matisse 
 
As you may have heard, this year we are adding a very special “category” to our Annual Tricky 
Tray.  Along with the help of Mrs. Sopira and Mrs. Crowell each class will be creating a piece of 
Art Work to be raffled off on April 9, 2010 at our Tricky Tray. 
 
Over the past couple of months your children have been learning about French artist Henri 
Matisse.  Mrs. Sopira introduced the lesson to the children explaining about his style of painting 
and how later in life, when his health and eyesight began to fail, and he could no longer paint, he 
made collages out of brightly colored paper that he called “cut outs”.  These “cut outs” would be 
attached by a process called “decoupage”, which Matisse is credited for.   
The children were asked to make a “cut out” reproduction of Matisse’s painting, The Goldfish 
Bowl.  Each child was asked to paint a large sheet of paper using watercolor paints creating 
different values of the color they chose.  Some of the children used crayon on the paper first, then 
applying the watercolor creating a resist and a beautiful texture.  When the papers were dry, each 
large sheet was cut into small pieces, which Matisse referred to as “painting with scissors”.  Each 
child took a turn applying the cut paper to the larger pieces, the background, fishbowl, table, 
leaves and of course the fish, changing and rearranging the pieces to fit. As each piece was 
complete, they were put together to create, The Goldfish Bowl. The children enjoyed the process, 
from learning about a famous artist, painting the paper, to the decoupage.  The excitement to see 
the finished piece grew every step of the way. This brightly colored cut paper art taught the 
children a little something about the greatest colorist of the 20th century, Henri Matisse.   
 
The finished framed piece now hangs in the school’s main hallway.  Please stop in and see what 
a fantastic masterpiece your children created. 

 
Understanding that all of the families may not be able to attend the Tricky Tray, we are “pre-
selling” tickets for the class projects in advance. 

  You DO NOT need to be present to win ! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 Tickets - $5.00 a piece  
             Simply fill out this form and return it to the school office. 

3rd Grade     
           Family Name:  _________________ 

Child’s Grade: __________________ 
 

          Number of Tickets _______  x $5.00 = _____________ 
Don’t forget to ask Grandparents too! 

 
                        Upon receipt of your order, we will send home your half of a numbered white raffle                

ticket – the other ticket will have your Name on it and put in for a chance to win. 
                                     Checks can be made payable to St. Anthony’s HSA .                                                                       


